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Bie now reftored, and capable of accompanying 
3D his countrymen, he defcended the Gauts and pro- 
ceeded on to Madras. Lord Macartney had forwarded a fupply 
of clothes ‘to meet them, but there not being a fufficiency for 
all, fome had ‘one thing and fome another ; to Mr. Wilfon’s 
fharea very large rear Bard fell, which with a banian and 
pantaloons, with many ab » made his meagre’ 

Seach refemble a maniac. Impatient to vifit ‘his Pate, he 
walked on from the laft halting place, and the fentries hardly 
would let him pafs. He haftened to a friend, whofe name was 
Ellis, and knocking at the door, inquired of the fervants for 
their mafter and miftrefs. The footman ftared at him, and 
faid, they were not at home, and were fhutting the door againft 
hini, when he preffed in, rufhed by them, and threw himfelf down 
ona fofa. The fervants were Mahometans, who hold the infane in 
much reverence, and fuch they fuppofed him ; and without any 
violence ufed to remove him, Captain Wilfon was permitted 
quietly to repofe himfelf ; and being tired, he fell into the 
moft profound fleep, in which ftate his friends on their return 
found him, and hardly recognized him, ‘he was fo* altered. 
They left him thus found afleep till the évening, when the luf- 
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tres were lighted, and feveral friends affembled, curious to.hear 
the ftory of his miferable captivity. When he awoke and faw 
the glare of light, and the perfons around him, he could fearce 
recover his recollection, and for 4 moment feemed as if he had 
dropped into fome enchanted abode. ‘The welcome and kind 
treatment of his friends, whd fupplied all his wants, foon re- 
ftored him to his former life and {pirits ; and he began to think 
of new fervice,-as he had yet obtained but a, feanty provifion, 
which his,long captivity had.not much intréaféd, though he re- 
ceived the arrears of His pay. He accordingly fhipped himfelf 
as firft mate in the Intelligence, Captain Penington, for Ben- 
coolen and Batavia. © “In his paffage throvglt the ftraits of Ma- 
lacca, they were furrounded with water f{pouts, one of which 
was very near, and they fired to-difperfe it. The roaring 
was tremendous, and prefently a torrent of rain poured on the 
fhip, which brought down with it many fifh and fea weeds, yet 
the water was perfectly frefh ; a phenomenon fingularly curious. 

During this voyage -the» white ants and ceckroaches, with 
other infeéts, multiplied in the moft prodigious manner, fo that 
it. was refolved to run the fhip down from Bencoolen to Puley 
Bay, and lay her completely under water,to, get rid of the ver- 
min..* Aftersa fortnight they pumped her dry, and the quantity 
deftroyed of thefe creatures, with centipedes three or four inches 
long, wasincredible. Bencoolen is a moft ynhealthy place, but 
Puley Bay is the region of the fhadow of death ; from thence 
none efcape without the putrid fever. Perhaps the wetnefs of 
the. fhip.added not a little to the caufe of mortality.- Before 
they left the bay, every man of the crew, who were Europeans, 
except Wilfon, died. The Captain came downwell.on Chrzt- 
mas day, and only dined on board and returned the fame night ; 
the very next day he fickened and died. A recruit of black 
men was fent from Bencoolen to navigate the yeflel. ‘The very 
day they failed out of the harbour, Captain Wilfon, who had 
refitted hitherto the intemperature of the climate, and -then 
commanded the veflel, was attacked with the fever. One 
Swede yet remained. He had always accounted for the death 
of his companions, and imputed it to their imprudence. He 
had confidence he fhould efcape. He was then at the helm, 
going out of the harbour ; the Captain, who, though ill, kept 
the deck, obferved the fhip very badly fteered, and called out. 
The Swede quitted the wheel, and fat down on the hencoops, 
The Captain himfelf ran to the wheel to rettify the courfe ; 
ftorming at the man who had left the helm. He made no re- 
ply ; but how great was his furprife, when, on going up to him, 
he found him acorpfe. The fhip however vifited Batavia, and 
arrived in Bengal ; and though his health continued to fuffer 


the Captain made a very profitable voyage. ; 
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“During a year and a half he had repeated and dangerous 
relapfes,, and more than ance approached the gates of death. 
He continued however to improve his fortune, and became him- 
felf a fharer in the veflel as well as commander. . Having thus 
accumulated a {mall competence for that country, he refolved 
to return to England, and fet down content with what he had, 
and endeavour to recover his health and enjoy himfelf. 

With this view he embarked as paflenger in the fame fhip in 
which that good man, Mr. Thomas, one, of the Baptift miflion- 
aries, was returning from Bengal to England. With him he 
had frequent difputes about religion ; and being as infidel in 
principle, as carelefs in conduét, he could not but grieve fo gra- 
cious a minifter, who obferved one day to the chief mate, that 
he fhould have much more hope of converting the Lafcars to 
chriftianity, than Captain Wilfon ; fo deeply myfterious are the 
ways of Providence. The things impoflible to man, are pofli- 
ble with God ; but the time was not yet. | 

Being arrived fafe at Portfmouth, he immediately looked 
around him for an agreeable abode, and having foon difcovered 
fuch an one at Horndean, in Hampfhire, he purchafed it, and 
determined to fit down contented with the very moderate for- i 
tune which he had brought from India, and amufe himfelf with a 
gardening and the {ports of the country. Being unmarried, he 
confidered of a proper perfon to have the conduét of his houfe 
and family. He had a fenfible and agreeable niece, whom he : 
particularly defired to take this care upon her. She was a : 
truly religious woman, and when prefled by him to come ande 
live with him, fhe informed him of her fentiments and the necef- 
fity of attending the worfhip of God at the congregation at 
Portfea, to which fhe belonged. He very carelefsly obferved, 
that to him this would be no objection ; he fhould not difturb 
her about her religion ; and provided fhe did not trouble him 
with it, he thould leave her to herfelf. 

About two years he continued to live at Horndean, in the 
fame carelefs unconcern about eternal things, decent in’ his con- 
duét, and perfectly fober ; amufed with his garden, the fports, 1 a 
and company around him ; but an utter ftranger to the princi- 5 i 
ples of the gofpel, as unacquainted with the power of them. ‘a 

Providentially at this time, a book of Major Burn’s, contain- .* 
ingdialogue’s on the Chriftian’s Warfare fell into his hands. A 
rdligious book, written by a military man, excited his curiofity,and 4 
fixed his attention. As he read, the ‘feales feemed to fall from | 
his eyes, and a new fyftem of divine truth unfolded itfelf to his a, 
view, of which, before, he had not the leaft idea. He had i 
heard nothing like it in India; and his parifh church, he attend- i 
ed at home, had furnifhed him with no fuch doétrines, as Major li 
Burn fuggefted ; at leaft his inattention had never perceived any 
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thing refembling what he now read, as conftituting the effence 
of a Chriftian’s faith and prattice. 

Religion had been a fubje& agreed to be waved, with his niece ; 
but he could not now help inquiring, if fhe. knew any perfon in this 
country who held the fame fentiments as the Major’ inculcated. 
She. foon réfolved him, that he would find at Portfea many zeal- 
Ous advocates for them, and prefled him to go with her and hear 
the Rev. Mr. Griffin, the next Sabbath day. He accordingly 
drove her down to Portfea, from whence he was only nine miles 
diftant, and was delighted to find in Mr. Griffin’s preaching the 
pesfos correfpondence with thofe evangelical fentiments which 

e had read with fo much pleafure, and which the difcourfe of 
this excellent man fixed with deeper impreflion on his mind. 
From that day forward he began to read the Scriptures with 

reat diligence and increafing fenfibility of their importance. 
Bie became a conftant, attendant on the gofpel, and formed a 
cordial friendfhip with the worthy young minifter, whofe church, 
he frequented, and was foon admitted as a member. His regu- 
lar vifits there, and the change produced on himfelf, were too 
vifible not to be noticed by hisformer acquaintance, It was foon, 
rumoured how altered a man Mr. Wilfon had become, and the 
ufual reproach of Methodifm immediately attached to him. 

In this ftate of fpiritual improvement he continued about two 
years ; feparating himfelf from the vain and finful world, and 
cordially uniting with the people of God. His garden continued. 
his amufement and employment, whilft the word of God, and 
other books, tending to edification, were his daily delight and 

“his counfellors. His life now proceeded in the fame placid uni- 
form tenor, till one day, after eerurning from Portfea, he was 
walking in his garden, and meéditated on the faith of Abra- 
ham, in leaving his country and friends at the call of. 
God, not knowing whither he went ; this had been the, 
fibjeét of the fermon which Mr. Griffin had that day preached. 
On reviewing the circumftances of the Patriarch, he was much 
affected with the wonders wrought by faith, recorded in the 11th, 
chapter of the Epiftle to the Hebrews, and admired the devoted. 
nefs, and felf denial of the worthies there recorded. Ashe muf- 
ed on the nature and evidence of the faith there deferibed, as the 
fubfiance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not _feen, he be- 
gan to queltion himfelf on the reality of his own ; and felt a rif- 
ing fear in his mind, left he fhould have. deceived. himfelf by. 
placing doétrinal opinion, in the Rtead of divine conviétion of the. 
truth. He afked himfelf, if called in Providence to fuffer or to 
ferve like thefe, whether he could as readily give up all for Chrift, 

and go forth at the Divine bidding. — 

The impreffion arifing from thefe. reflections fixed deeply on 

his heart for feveral weeks, and his mind underwent mene a 
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fears and doubts. an the, fubject.;, till one day, happenin 

ig up, the Evangelical ria the. firft fabjed which 
caught his eye and attention was the. account of the inftitution 
of the London. Mifionary Society, and of their noble defign to.con- 
vey the. gofpel, if poffible, to the Iflands of the Pacific Ocean. 
The thought, immediately. forcibly. ftruck his mind, “if you are 
wanted to command the expedition, have you faith to facrifice all 
the comforts around you, and. freely. devoting yourfelf,to the 
fervice, could you embark once more,on the deep, not. to. in- 
creafe your fubftance, but to feek the fouls redeemed by.the blood. 
of the Lamb?” He felt. that moment, he, could. do. it, with 
pleafure : he perceived his faith was.up to. the, facrifice,: heread 
the chapter over with delight, and was fure.he,could, if. called, 
give himfelf up to God, 

He had enjoyed fome happy hours. in thefe. meditations. 
They were the frequent fubje& of his thoughts: when one day a, 
feries of new ideas rofe. up in his,mind, to. which he, had-been 
hitherto a ftranger. He, had hardly, during. all, the. years, 
of fervice on the fea ever known what fear was; he had. been, 
unaffected by the ftorms which he had encountered, and,never; 
thought of the perils of the deep ; but now the dangers and difi- 
culties to which fuch an enterprife mult expofe him _rofe. up. tre-, 
mendous to his view, and he began.to reafon. on. the folly. of, 
quitting his prefent comfortable abode, for a life fo. very. differ- 


ent ; and determined to try. to banifh the. idea, from. his mind. - 


It followed him, however, in {pite.of all his efforts, Fearing to 
truft his own judgment, he refolved.to communicate his {fenfa-. 
tions to fome of his ferious and judicious friends ; ftate to-them, 
the feelings of his mind, and have their advice on, the fubject. 
The general voice, on the view. of his. circumftances, rather; 
difcouraged his entertaining any, farther thoughts of the matter, 
Though they highly approved the miflion, and honoured his zeal | 


in deliring to promote fo glorious a.caufe, they, did not fee, his, 


call clear to quit his prefent tation, and perfuaded him to aban- 
don the idea. — 

His mind, however, refted not at eafe, He wasconfcious he 
ought not to move but on fome. evident calb of; neceflity, 
that he muft fee the path of duty clear, before he quitted the 
comfortable fettlement he. enjoyed; and though his heart was 
greatly drawn out in prayer for the glorious object-of the miffion, 

¢ refolved to wait. awhile the leadings of Providence, without en- 
tirely renouncing his purpofes.of fervice, if required. 

A general meeting of the, minifters of the gofpel being conven. 
ed at Salifbury, to confider the fubjeét of the intended miflion, 
and to promote its accomplifhment, he determined to accompa- 
ny his worthy paftor, Mr. Griffin, thither, and hear what fhould 
be.advanced on the occafion. ‘There alfo he. mentioned $0, Lonne 
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of the brethren the impreffion which fefted on his mind ; but 


they rather, in general, damped than encouraged his fenfations 
on the fubje& ; and though they zealoufly favoured the miffion- 
ary attempt, they hardly thought his fervices would be neceflary. 

He had now probably dropped all further thought of the mat. 
ter, if the firft general miffionary meeting had not fummoned up 
Mr? Griffin, with many others, to town, m order to confult what 
ftéps were proper to be purfued on the commencement of fo great 
an undertaking. The Capt. refolved to be of the party, and to 
fee and hear for himfelf, ‘what was the objec intended, and the 
means propofed for carrying the miffion into effec. _ 

A's the’ thing was evidently of the Lord, he came with a mind 
prepared for the work in the eternal counfels appointed him to 
fulfil. He liftened With ferious attention to the difcourfe deliv- 
ered at the Caftle and Falcon, to the body of the fociety, where- 
in I exprefled my confidence that, however difficult the work 
might appear, God would provide inftruments fer the execution 
of his own purpofes, that the means would never be wanting if 


we zealoufly fet our fhoulders to the yoke, and confidered the 


glory of the objeé, and the urgency of the call. He attended 
next day at Spafields, and heard the firft Difcourfe, fince publifh- 
ed, enforcing our duty, defcribing the objects, and fuggefting the 
fteps neceflary for execution. ‘Thefe met his full approbation, 
and contributed to decide his mind on the fubje&t. He defir- 
ed M. Griffin to call upon me, and appoint an interview. Mr. 
Griffin defcribed the man, and his converfation, his fituation, 
ability, and zeal. My very heart leaped with joy at the propo- 
fal, and 1 was filled with hope, that God, in different places, 
was raifing up men unknown to each other, for the accomplifh- 
mient of his own purpofes, towards the heathen. I begged to 
fee him without delay, and we met next morning, when, after 
fome conference concerning the miffion, with great modefty and 
diffidence, but with a decided purpofe, he intimated, that if the 
Society could not-find a better conduétor, which he wifhed and 
hoped they might, the fervice fhould not be impeded for lack of 
nautical knowledge, and he was ready, without other reward 
than the fatisfaétion refulting from the fervice, to devote himfelf 
to the work, with whatever inconvenience to himfelf it might 
be attended. He gave me an account of the dealings of God 
with him hitherto, which I have above detailed, and expreffed 
a fenfe of the obligations he was under to our precious Lord to 
dedicate himfelf to this fervice, as he faid he fhould never forgive 
himfelf if he fell back when help was wanted. 

So fingular a provifion made, for what feemed of all other 
things the moft difficult to be obtained at the commencement of 
fach an undertaking, appeared to me evidently the finger of God. 
Having communicated the propofal to the direétors, we of 
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them. were appointed as .a comimittee’ to converfe with Captain 
-Wilfon on. the fubject. . They were ‘equally charmed with his 
modetty, ability, zeal, and devotednefs of heart; and concurred ; 
that nothing could tend more. powerfully to the accomplifhing 
our defigns, than having fuch a man to'command the veile] that 
fhould convey,the miflionaries to the place of their defination. 
The offer was embraced with delight by the directors, and con- 
tributed in a very efpecial manner to, animate our confidence, 
that God would provide all other neceflary means, and quicken- 
ed us to execute the-work without-delay. 

The Captain being prefented to the directors, confirmed the 
report which had;been made ; and though he hoped we might 
yet find an abler commander, and in that cafe he might be ex- 
cufed, and his heart be at_reft, yet he pledged himielf, if we 
could not, to do his beft for the miflion ; and that, at whatever 
time he fhould be called into the fervice, he would come up, and 
prepare for the voyage. At the end of the week, when the {fo- 
ciety broke up, he retired to his houfe inthe country, leaving the 
deepeft impreffion upon every man who converfed with him, that 
never dida perfon appear moreeminently qualified for the difcharge 
of this fervice than the man fo providentially provided for us. 

Some months elapfed in the preparatory fteps, in feeking out, 
and examining miflionaries, providing funds, and weighing the 
propereft_ means of carrying the purpofed miflion into effect. 
After long and ample difcuffion, it was refolved, that the at- 
tempt fhould be made ina fhip belonging to the fociety, fufh- 
cient to carry thirty miffionaries ; and that Capt. James Wilfon 
be requefted to undertake the command. This refolution was 
accordingly communicated to him, and though he had met ma- 
ny caufes to damp his zeal and deter him fromthe fervice, he 
continued fixed in-his purpofe, and his correfpondence breathed 
a fpirit fo truly noble, that it was impoflible not to congratulate 
each other on fuch an acquifition. 

The miffion being now in great forwardnefs, and a fecond 
general meeting having confirmed all our former refolutions, 
the Captain was defired tocome up, which he did, and took an 
active part.in the preparations. Notelefs than feven or eight 
times did he go up and down at his own expenfe ; fought out and 
purchafed a proper veffel ; forwarded every thing in his depart- 
ment ; engaged the mariners; and fettled all his own affairs 
for fo long an abfence. He fold his houfe, fixed his niece in 
London, and cheerfully embarked with the miflionaries in that 
long and perilous navigation, which he has fo happily accom- 

plithed. . 

Through the whole of his eventful ftory, we difcover a beau- 
tiful and admirable developement of the leadings of God’s prov- 
idence. Who would have looked for a commander ot a Chriftian 
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rmiffion, in an impious andinfidelfailor, chained in a‘prifon at Set- 
"mgapatam ? Who would ‘have’expected from the mdn, who re- 
‘turned from India, contradicting ‘and blafpheming, the faithful 
‘leader ‘on ‘the quarterdeck, in the‘midft of prayer and praife, car- 
rying the everlafting Gofpelto the ifles of the Pacific Ocean ? 
The iflue is before the public, and no' man Who reads the Miffion- 
-ary Voyage can hefitate to confirm the exclamation of the ‘Moor- 
Man; THis 1s Gop’s Man. 





EDWARDS’s RESOLUTIONS. 


The following Resolutions were written b y the Rev, 
JonwatrHan Epwarops, President of Newfersey 
College, inthe 20th. and 21st. year of bis age. 


jee fenfible that Iam unable to do any thing without 
God’s help, I do humbly intreat him by his grace to ena- 
ble me to keep thefe refolutions, fo-far as they are agreeable to 
his will, for Chrift’s fake. 

Re member to read over thefe Refolutions once a'week. 

1. Refolved, that I will do whatfoever I think to be moft to 
God’s glory, whatever difficulties I meet with, how many, and 
however great. 

2. Refolved; never to lofe one moment's time, but improve it 
the moft profitable way I pofhbly can. 

3. Refolved, to live with all my might, while I do live. 

4- Refolved, never to do any thing, which I fhould be afraid, 
to do, if it were the laft hour of my life. 

5. Refolved, to think much on all occafions of my own dying, 
and of the common circumftances which attend death. 

6. Refolved, to be endeavouring to find out fit objeéts of char- 
ity and liberality. 

7. Refolved, never to do any thing out of revenge. 

8. Refolved, never to fuffer the leaft motions of anger to irra- 
tional beings. P 

9. Refolved, that,I will live fo, as I fhall with I had done 
when I come to die. 

10. Refolved, to maintain the ftricteft temperance in eating 
and drinking. nits 

11. Refolved, to ftudy the Scriptures fo fteadily, conftantly, 
and frequently, asthat I may find myfelf to grow in the knowl- 
edge of the fame. 

iz. Refolved, to firive to my utmoftevery week to be - ht 
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eae if réligion, and to a higher ‘exervife of grace, that I was 
‘week’ Before 
1 yg. Refolved, to be ferigily eed frthly: faith fal-tio miy truft, Lid 
that that' in Prows xx. 6. 01% fateh ‘man; oben find? May > 
er be partly fulfilled in mie.o" > 

4+ Refolved, in narrations never to par any thing but the 
pate oilid’ ‘fifapte ‘verity. * 23 
; . Refelvéd, to-inquire ‘every: vaipht) as I am ‘going to bed; 
Baath I have been negligent, what fin I have’ committed, and 
wherein Ihave denied myfelf 3*alfo: av the end ‘of every week, 
Month arid year. 
- 16. Refolved, never to {peat any thing that ‘is ridiculous, or 
Matter of laughter on the Lorn’s Dav. 

17. Refolved, frequently to renew the dedication of miyfelf to 
God; which was made at my baptifin s which I folemnly renew- hy 
ed, when F was réceivéd intothe cominunion of the-chutch, and * 
which I have folemnly made f4is day. 

18. Refolved, never -henceforward, till I die, to att as if I 
were any Way my own, but entirely, and altogether God’s. ; 

i 
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19. Refolved, never to allow the leaft meafure of any frettin 
uneafinefs at my father or mother ; ndt to fuffer the effects of 
it, fo much as in the leaft alteration of fpeech, or motion of my #. 
eye ; andto be efpecially carefully of it, with refpect to any of ‘ 
our family. 

20. Refolved, conftantly, with the utmoft nicenefs and dili- 
gence, and the ftriéeft fcrutinyyto0-be looking into the ftate of 
my foul, that I may know whether I have truly an intereft in 
Chrift, or-tiiot ; that°when I come to die, I may: ape bae: any cA 
negligence refpeéting this to repent of. 

21. Refolved, to endeavour to my utmoft to deny seduhavie i is 
not moft agreeable to a good, univerfally fweet, benevolent, 
quiet, peaceable, contented, eafy, compaflionate, géncrous, meek, 
humble, modeft, fubmiffive, obligin 7 diligent, induftrious, har. 
itable, even, patient, moderate; f fincere temper’; and 
to do at all termes what fueh a’/temper would lead me to. © = 
amine frequently, and ftri@ly whether I have fo donee « g 
~ 22. Refolved, I will condué fo as I think I fhall judge wha 
have been beft, and moft pradeti when I come into the-fature 
world? , 

23. T frequently Socata in‘old age fay how they would 
live, if they were tolive their lives over again; refolded, that = 4 = 
will live juft fo as I eat think Pfhali with i had se at sa J . a 
F live to oldage. © werehy § 

24. Refolved, to etideavour: to my utmok to a@ as I can 
think I fhould do, if ¥Had alteady {een Baap of heaven, 
and h memetes. | ue 
Vout. DOPRL I (745 ese Oe a Cli SCL. Me 1 25e Refolved, 
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25. Refolved, never to give over, nor in the leaft to flacken 
my fight with my corruptions, however unfuccefsful I may be. 

26. Refolved, when I fear adverfities, to examirie whether I 
have done my duty, and refolve to do it ; and Jerit be juft as 
Providence orders it, I will be concerned about nothing but my 
duty, and my fin. 

27. Refolved, after afflictions, to inquire, what Iam the bet- 
ter for them, what good I have got by them, and what I might 
have got by them. . 

28. Refolved, to exercife. myfelf, in this all my life, viz. with 
the greateft opennefs I am capable of, to declare. my ways to 
God, and lay open my foulto him; all my fins, temptations, 
difficulties forrows, fears, hopes, defires, every thing, and every 
circumftance. : 

29. Refolved, to live fo at all times, as I think is beft in my 
devout frames, and when I have the cleareft views.of the gof- 
pel, and the future world. : 





RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE. 





[Concluded from page 419.] 


Clerus. T HIS being the laft Conference of the year, I have 

thoughts of attending to the difcriminating dif- 

ference between the genuine fpirit of religion, and that which is 
{pecious and fpurious. 

Eufebius. No fubject, Sir, can be more defirable, and ufeful ; 
for we are ftrangely prone to put darknefs for light, and even to 
court the moft dangerous delufion. * 

Theophilus. 1am heartily glad the conference takes this direc- 


t ‘tion ; for it is manifeft, as we advance in the ftudy of theology 
that we-are impreffed with the neceflity of afcertaining the differ- 


ence between holy and finful affections. 
Lucinda. Great attention to the difference between genuine 
and fpuriows exercifés is requifite in theory, but the greatef? in 


» practice. .O. how dangerous .to conclude that our hearts are 
right when they are wrong! L approve the fubjeé in every point 


view, and hope we fhall derive the greateft adv e from it. 
Theophilus. P leafe, -Sir, te-define reli ion in a fim Manner. 
Gterus, It is loving God. with all the heart and our fellow 
* Tieaphi as sar orto ad | | fo | 
jlus. 1 am fenfible this is a fummary definition ; for it 
correfponds 
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correfponds with Chrilt’s ‘expofition of the law. But why are 
we required to love God fupremely and our fellow creatures 
with the love of equality ?: ! 

Clerus. \ Becaufe God is infinitely great and:infinitely excel- 
lent ; and becaufe one manor one foul is as valuable as another. 

Theophilus. 1s this'the import of your obfervations, that it is 
our duty to love and eftimate beings and objects: according to 
their worth and excellency ? . 

Clerus, It is ; and if we operate by this rule ftriétly, we fhall 
be approved ; for it is the golden rule, requiring that impartial 
love which worketh no ill to its neighbour. : 

Leander. But am I required to love the fouls of my two 
neighbours more than my own foul ? 

heophilus. Are you required to love millions of fouls, yea, 
all the fouls in the univerfe, more than your own ? Ought you 
not to imitate Chrift in: your love ? And does not he love mil. 
lions of fouls more than one ? 

Leander. He furely does ; but what is the happinefs of mil- 
lions to me, if I am not happy too? | 

Theophilus. Is this your queltion? What is the happinefs of 
millions good for, if you fhall be made miferable for your difo- 
bedience ? Is'heaven of no value becaufe there is a hell ? 

Leander. ‘That is not my meaning. 

Theophilus. Is this then your meaning ; that the happinefs of 
heaven is of no value becaufe the reprobates rejected it and are 
miferable ? 

Leander.. 1 muft confefs this feems to be the confequence of 
what I‘have advanced. But, can it be right ? 

Theophilus.- Tc cannot. -For the happinefs of the univerfe is 
the only reafon which can be affigned for the exiftence of the 
univerfe. If neither God nor hisrational creatures were happy, 
we can’give no reafon for their exiftence. Except for the fake of 
enjoyment the univerfe of intelligences is good for nothing. 

Leander, This being true, that you is the end of being, 
which I cannot dény, on reflection, it follows that I am obliged 
to love all beings and objects according to their value. Confe- 
quently, the eftimation which I muft make of myfelf is very in- 
confiderable.. For compared with the intelligent univerfe 1 am 
like vanity and nothing. . ° 

Clerus, Yamglad to find, Leander, that your mind is fo eafi, 
‘ly impreffed with the theory of truth. It is hoped your heart 
correfponds ; for while we know and oppofe the will of God we 
ftand on dangerous ground. But O how divinely excellent to 
harmonize with all holy beings, in eftimating all objeéts accord- 
ing to their worth, and in realizing the confequent enjoyment. 

Marin. . Religion, agreeably to this view of things, is impar- 
tial, difinterefted affection, - , 


Paulinus. 
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Paulinys.. Yew my filter, i it is; and what other alternative can 
be named ? 

Maria. 1 ait been taught that no affedion. i iS» difintercfted, 
and that felflove is the bafis.of Virtue and the fole: principle of 
agtion,. «ida yor'sa0 Yo nei wEsed bas ; ttl 

Paulinus. ~ 1ffelf love is the only principle of virtuous ation, 
what is the: principle of vicious -action? For betweenelf love 
and difinterefted love there is no ‘medium of moral action. 
There is no thitd-kind of moral: ation, which is neither {elfith nor 
unfelfith. The moral intereft of the yniverfe and that.of the indi- 
vidual are the 0 moral imteretts: of men. Public antereft and 
private; comprife alk moralcinterefts, - There: is; fio alternative. 
Hence Chrilt fays, “* He that is:net-with me. is againft- me.” 

Moria, 1am not able to deforibe a third ‘objed of, aétion 
which is neither of a public ner a private nature, but. it appears 
that we aét from the principlevof feif love. 

Paulinus. And does it not appear to finners, that they:are ine 
fluenced by felf love ? 

Maria. 1 {uppofe it does ; for: they are manifeltly deftitute. of 
any other prineiple' of aétion, : — , 

Paulinus. But, paufe a memént, Maria, is : thet: no difference 
between the object of finners and-cliriftians? 1s the finner’s motive, 
and the faint’s motive the fame? What then is’ ‘regeneration ? 
And what.is the real Uae between the friends and the ene- 
mies of God? 

Maria. 1 yield the point. Self love is not the principle of 
holy aétion. it is the principle of finful aétion, For delé enjoy- 
ment, or felfith gratification is the fupreme objet of the wicked, 
They ate lovers of their own felves; lovers of pleafure rather, than 
lavers of God. . But whatane we to. underltand by difintercited 
affection?» ~. 

Theopbilus:, By difinterefted affe@ion we mean. that which is 
oppoled to telfidhnefs ; but we do not mean that difinterefted: af; 
fection is deflitute of a valuable objegt, for it_embraces the of 
gloriots inteteff in the univerie. Ditinterefted affeétion has for 
its object the glory of God-on the greatelt happivela.of the intelli. 
gent fyftem, < ~ 

Maria, Well, if difinterehted. affedtion: does not. combi the 
fubjeéts of it indifferent to the beft of all interefts, |]. have: ne ob- 
jeGtion to the phrafe ; for I-believe, and I truft, know, by..expsri- 
ence; that the love-of virtue. fublimes the fonl, and fils.it with 
the molt ex¢ellent enjoyment... .... ¥ 

Theodore. Iam glad, dear Gifter, that you love. the slowest 
perce which is impartial and feeketh not her'own,» And why 

d people of information are fo averfe from the word diGoter: 
Saks Icannottell,. For after. the moft clegant writers, while 
defcribing an excellent charaéter, have improved exery other. = 

they 
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they will add the epithet difinterefted. . The difinterefted charac- 
ter is the moft dignified. Such was-Chrift, and fuch was Paul. 
They fought not their own, but the glory of God in the falvation 
of fouls. But how ‘are the lovers of their own felves treated by 
the voice of reafon and the pen of infpiration? Are they not 
criminated and defpifed ? Who can truft the fubjeét-of fupreme 
felf love ? And who cannot truft the fubject of difinterelted af- 
fection. Even the wicked are frequently conftrained and impelled 
to applaud the impartial actions of the virtuous? = : 

Lucella. Wove to attend to thefe diferiminations between the 
righteous and the wicked. For the theory of felf love appears 
as black as midnight, with all its gloomy concomitants, and 
the theory of difinterefted love fhines like eternal day. The 
theory of impartial love only, is the theory of heaven. No fyf- 
tem of theology, except this, correfponds with the operations and 
charaéer of God. But, what are the confolations of thofe 
who love the glorious things of God’s word and have no evidence 
of their love. . 

Clerus. The only ground of confolation is this, that the Lord 
reigns. Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right, is their 
feet anchor. — — 

Lucella. ‘Can they be reconciled to a feparation from God’s 
prefence, for the fake of advancing his glory ? 

Clerus. They cannot choofe evil for the fake of evil; this is 
impoffible ; but they can fay, with Chrift,in a fubmiflive manner ; 
“« If it be poflible let this cup pafs; but thy will,;O God, be 
done.” For the friends of God, whether they have evidence of 
their love or not, accept the punifhment of their iniquity and un- 
refervedly commit themfelves to his difpofal. . 

- Eufebia. But how do the charaéter of Chrift and the:atone- 
ment appear to-perfons in this humble, penitent, and fubmiflive 
pokure? : 

Clerus. 'The moft excellent and glorious 5 and blefled be God 
there are but few who lie long at his feet without enjoying the 
light of his countepance. The dark night of the renewed foul 
does not remain. It is foon difpelled and fucceeded by the light 
ef day, and the cheering. {miles of the Redeemer. Borrow may 
continue for a night ; but joy cometh in the morning. God 
humbles his chofen to give them. the/advantage of exaltation. 
He wifely puts his children into the duft to find their jewels. 
Before honor is humility, and before deliverance is.fubmiflion. 
No child of God-is loftin the duft. Bt iusw bs 04 

‘*Eufebia. Tt is manifett that religion is ial affeftion, and 
that the object of religious affection is the higheft happinets of the 
univerfe,’ Tt ‘is alfo equally manifeft>that the friend of God, 
whethér he has evidehce of his frieridfhip ‘or: not, is unrefervedly 
devoted to his will. He feels that he deferves nothing ao 
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God’s wrath, and while he expects nothing elfe, in confequence 
of darknefs of mind, he fays from the heart, the will of the Lord 
be done; I fhall not be injured. : 

Paulinus. If this is the infpired theory of religion, what fhall 
we think of the theory of univerfaliits and others, who hold that 
the happinefs of man was the ultimate and chief end of God in 
his creation? —_, 
bilus. It is impofhible to. conclude that their theory is 
right. We mutt conclude that it is very erroneous and injurious 
tofouls. For if the chief end of God in creating man was man’s 
happinefs, all men will be faved ; and man has nothing to do, 
except to'act the part of a felf lover and feeker of his own 
felicity. ) 

Theodore. don’t fee but you are correé in your inference : 
for if the happinefs of man was God’s chief end in creation, the 
theory of difinterefted religion is {purious, and the theory of 
felf love or felf gratification muft be adopted and advocated. 
All thofe, therefore, who believe that the happinefs of creatures 
was God’s principal motive in creation, to-fupport the fhape of 
confiltency, muft alfo. commence univerfalifts and believe that all 
will be faved. For can any one fuppofe that the Almighty will 
be finally difappointed ? Did’God create all men for the fake of 
their own happinefs, and will he not make all finally happy ? We 
cannot reafon differently, for God is infinitely able to execute his 
purpofe. If this is not according to the theory of {elf love, I 
hope-our inftrutor will correc us. ag 

Clerus. Ido not fee but your obfervations are correé&t and 
jaf ; and L have thought that all the advocates for the theory of 
felf love, whatever ftyle they affume, to be confiftent with them- 
felves and each other, mult ftyle themfelves univerfalifts, or infi- 
dels. For private happinefs is their fupreme object. The infidel 
is a felf lover. The univerfalift is a felf lover, and the difference 
between thefe and all other theorifts who difcard difinterefled af- 
feétion is merely nominal. . : 

Paulinus. . But, Sir, you make me tremble; are all thofe men 
who talk and preach fo much about the atonement and the love 
of Chrift to be reputed'no better than univerfalifts, if they difcard 
difinterefted. affection ?. : : 

Theophilus. Not a whit better, provided, their hearts corref- 
pond with their theory. ‘For they oppofe the doétrine of the gof- 
pel, and hold that we cannot love God till we know that he is our 
friend and will fave us from future mifery. They ftupidly be- 
lieve that Chrift died in a particular manner for them, and they 
love him as their Saviour. The faith of the .Methodifts and 
many others is of the fame defcription. But Chrift fays, “ If ye 
leve them that love you what profit have ye? hea eens or 
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than others 7 All felf love chriftians are in Chrilt’s eftimation 
no better, than the felfifh publicans and finners. 

Philo. But this greatly reduces the number of hopeful chrift- 
ians, and may appear rather uncharitable. 

Theophilus. Rather fay, Philo, that the infpired theory redtices 
the number of chriftians. For if the hearts of thefe felf love 
theorilts are like their heads and fentiments, they are but nomi- 
nal chriftians.. For they love God and Chrift merely for the fake 
of the loaves and other private benefits. However, I have:more 
charity for fome of thefe theorifts, than to believe that their hearts 
correfpond and harmonize with their fentiments. It is poflible 
for a man to havea good heart while he wears a leprous head. 
But I am afraid to give much {cope to charity on this ground. 
Fora good man is fweetly influenced to approve and embrace 
good fentiments. Though many men underftand the truth and 
do not love it, yet thofe who love the truth generally underftand 
it or readily perceive it when fairly ftated. 

Philo. What fhall we think of the Calviniftic theory ? 

Clerus. Generally fpeaking, it correfponds with the bible. 
Real Calvinifts have jufts views of God and his operations ; and 
of man in his original, lapfed and reftored ftate. The great de- 
fign of God in creation, providence and redemption ; the decrees 
of God, the nature of the divine Jove, the nature of holinefs and 
fin and the mediation of Chrift, are advantageoufly difplayed by 
Calvinifm. There is, in a word, more of the jointed, conneéted, 
contents of infpiration delineated by informed Calvinifts, than by 
all other theorifts of contrary fentiments. For to thofe whodif- 
card Calvinifm, the bible is a fealed book. 

Philo. You fpeak, Sir, of real Calvinifts with the air of dif- 
crimination : pray inform us a little about other Calvinitts. 


Clerus. ~ By others, I mean thofe men who ftyle themfelves 


moderate Calvinifts, becaufe they like the name while they diflike 
the thing. 

Phibe But is it fair and honourable for divines to a& in this 
manner ? 

Clerus. Judge for yourfelf. I judge no man: I only ftate 
facts. For my part were I difpleafed with the thing, I fhould 
not accept the name. For names with common people, ftand 
for things. Surely, felf love theorifts have no right to call them- 
felves Calvinifts. For.if we accurately examine, we fhall find at 
bottom no alliance between the different theories. . : 

Philo. Whatis there in Calvinifm which felf love theorifts can- 
not adopt confiftently ? 3 : . 

. €lerus, They cannot adopt the do@rine of total. depravity ; 
the dottrine of Special grace ; the doGrine of difinterefted affec- 
tion and unreferved fubmiffion ; the do@rine of God’s -decrees, 
and the final perfeverance of the faints, as contained ‘in mae 
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and explained by real Calvinifts. All thee cardinal doctrines 
they difpute and difcard/; What claim then have they to the 
— of Calvinifts? For the intention of namés is to repréfent 

Ings. 

Philander. 1s it not for a lamentation that there ate fo many 
different theories of theology ? For fome of them muft be erro- 

Theodore. It certainly calls us to mourn over Zion. For it 
operates like the confufion of tongues. What one theory ftyles 
good, another ftyles evil ; what one denominates light, another 
denominates moral darknefs. | 

Philander-. How is it poffible for teachers of morality and 
preachers of the gofpel even to dream that felf love is the bafis 
of religion ? For what is more evident than that all finners are 
the fubjetts of felf love in all their tranfaétions ?. Self love is the 
fource of pride ; for a man is proud of himfelf or his acquifitions. 
Self love is the fource of difhonefty ; for men are difhonelt be- 
caufe they love their own advantage, rather than their neighbours. 
In a word, we fhall find on exammation, that felf love is the root 
and effence of all fin. A perfon can no more fin while deftitute 
of félf love, than he can fee while deftitute of eyes. 

Leander. - But they tell us that felf love is virtuous when under 


ote tes, pee 
| e- ‘And why do they not tell us alfo that certain de- 
grees of cold are heat, and that certain degrees’ of darknefs are 
ght ? For thefe fenfations are not more diverfe in their nature, 
than the objects of felfif and unfelfith love. The difinterefted 
man devotes himfelf to the univerfe, but the felfifh man wants 
the univerfe to be devoted to his private enjoyment. | 
Lucindia. O how foolith ! For that man gives away all and 
poffeffes all ; but shis grafps at all and holds nothing. ” . 
- Paulinas.. 1s it not for a lamentation that falfe teachers mix 
fo many good things with the bad which they advance ? For I 
never heard an erroneous fermon or read an erroneous book 
which did not in fome detached manner contain many good 
things. Bic . : 
' Clerus.. U heartily with every falfe theorift would deliver noth- 
ing éxeept the contents of his theory. For then the chaff would 
be catty diftingaithed from the wheat. If all falfe theorifts were 
to preach and pray ftri@ly according to their own theories, there 
would be no wolves in fheep’s clothing.. But alas! alas! fa- 
tan does the molt mifchief when he réfembles the angel of light. 
Lucella. Uhave attended and heard the:preeeding: inferences 

with pleafire. “My mind has been enlightened and, I wuft, my 
heart'ehlaryed. Ochow excellent is truth! = at? 
 Bueinda. Let'as fell all wé'have and buy it, -Levthe tratly 
be oureobjett for ever, © I[t-is more precious than rubies. - DSi 

Bre tda . érus. 
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Clerus, t has afforded me ineffable pleafure to obferve your 
attention, my yoang friends, to the feveral fubje&s which have 
been before the conference in the courfe ofthe year. Itis hoped 
fome lafting impreffions have been made, and that we thall, 
fome of us at lealt, meet in the region of fpirits, and confer for 
ever with the moft fublime delight on the great things of God 
and the eternal world. Let us then live like chriltians, and 
make all our calculations for the great day. Let religion be our 
bufinefs ; the divine commands our rule, and the friends of truth 
our companions ; Chrift our guide, and heaven will be our end- 
lefs refidence. 


—— oe 
LETTERS ON SOLITARY DEVOTION. 





(Continued from page 425.] 


From PASCAL to FULIA. 
LETTER XI. 


7 FEW moments of leifure being again at my command, 
A I refume my pen, my dear fiiter in Chrift, to give you my 
beft advice refpecting the manner in which your devotion fhould 
be conducted. And in the firft place labour to poffefs in your 
mind as correct, and realizing apprehenfions of the charaéter of 
God as youcan. ‘Devotionimplies an object. With chriftians 
this object is God. The one only God, the Jehovah of Ifrael, is 
the Being, to whom alone our prayers are to be addrefled. The 
invocation of faints and martyrs, after the papal manner, we 
abjure. But one isour Fathereven God. This isthe doétrine 
of the Proteftant world, to which I know you cordially fub- 
feribe. But it isnot to be fuppofed that every one who acknowl- 
edges and worthips Jehovah, as the one only living and true 
God, the immediate object of all religious homage, entertains, to 
be fure at all times, correct apprehenfions of what fort of a Be- 
ing he is. Even under this general belief many worfhip they 
know not what. They fpeak as merely intothe air. Godin 
his true glory is not prefent, impreffively to their views and feel- 
ings. ny real chriftians,; who maysbe confidered upon the 
whole as worfhipping God in fpirit andin truth, perform a much 
mote imperfect ip than it is probable they would do, had 
they fuitably correét and impreffive views of the divine character. 
Vox. I. Kkk Chriltians 
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Chriftians are different from. themfelves in this refpe&t at differ- 
ent times... The affecting views of God they had at one time, 
are nearly loft at another. , Cares and purfuits ofa worldly na- 
ture,as..it were joftle him from.his throne in the heart, and leave 
it vacant of all practical fenfe of his prefence and perfections. 
, Some form their earlieft notions of God upon miftaken princi- 
ples ; and through this primitive bias, their ideas fail, of being 
entirely correct through the whole of life. Many, through an 
erroneous education, or fome gloomy habits, confider God, even: 
when Chriftians, almoft entirely under the bias of terror. They 
have a fear of him which borders on the dread of the mere flave. 
This impreflion of terror, too predominant, enfeebles that hope, 
confidence, and joy in God which it is fo reafonable to repofe on 
him. Their devotions are too timid and diftant. Others, too 
little imprefled with the terrors of God’s juftice, dwelling on his 
mercy and condeicenfion as almoft his only attributes, are little 
awed by reverence. Theim devotions are too much as though 
God and they were equals. It is indeed the firft article of true 
knowledge to poffefs juft ideas of the divine Being, to view right- 
ly his natural and moral perfections ; and to view them, in their 
aflemblage, as forming an infinitely perfect, and lovely character. 
When God, according to his promife to Mofes, makes all 
his goodnefs, into which all his moral perfeétions are refolvable, 
to pafs before the mind of acreature ; giving him correct ideasy. 
and an impreflive practical fenfe of it, that creature has the fe- 
cret of the Lord with him. He is at the fountain head of all 
defirable knowledge. Such views of the divine glory are a per- 
petual fource of hope, ferenity and confidence. They are the 
beft aid to devotion. In fight -of God, as he really is, the all 
prefent Ocean of moral glory, the foul is conftrained to wor- 
fhip. We fink down upon our knees, or proftrate upon our 
faces as it were involuntarily. We are powerfully drawn; and 
find as-much difficulty to fuppreis acts of devotion, as blinded 
hardened finners do to engage in.them. I hope you underftand 
me Experience is better than a thoufand inftruétors on this 
ead... : } 38 19 
_..uabour then, my dear Julia, to poffefs, and to keep your 
foul filled with juft and impreffive apprehenfions of God as he 
is; of his eternity, his prefence, his power, his omnifcience, and 
immutability, his holinefs, juftice, goodnefs and grace, To this 
-end think of him very much... Keep him in your mind as the 
chief object of meditation... Make this one of your leading peti- 
tions, that he would enrich you with a more and more jult and 
practical knowledge of himielf. To this end explore his works. 
Notice the grandeur, ‘the. wifdom, the benevolent defign which 
reign through them all. ..“Tothis end be ftudioufly familiar with 
the holy {criptures.. .Ferm correct ideas ofthe law, and the got 
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pel 5" of facts, prediftions, promifes; and threatenings; the pat 
and the future, as they are laid before our minds in the fcriptures. 

Learn what is the great end which God is ultimately effeét- 
ing in the redemption ‘of the church by Jefus Chrift, in the 
dettruction of the wicked, and in the general operations of his ex- 
tended government. We underftand what the moral charaéer 
of God is from afcertaining the end in which his works iflue, 
which we know to be the greateft holy happine{s. | We learn it 
from the difinterefted fpirit which the law requires, the. gofpel 
breathes, and which is acted out in the language, and conduct of 
the chriftian. We learn it from the fruits of the fpirit, and the 
employments of heaven. We learn it as it was illuftrated in the 
incarnation, humiliation, preaching, union to his people, and 
fufferings for their fake, of our Saviour, who is exprefsly ftyled, 
the brightnefs of the Father’s glory, and the expreis image of his 
perfon. From thefe fources we learn, and feel what God is. . In 
connection with this, you will feel what you yourfelf are ; how 
little, how ignorant, how guilty and how dependent, and what 
an acquifition you have gained, if indeed, fuch a creature 
as ‘you is noticed, guarded, and embraced with fatherly af 
fection by him whofe favour is life: With fuch views of God 
and yourfelf, views founded in trath and experience, with 
which your heart feelingly accords, how can you but be humbly 
and cheerfully devout? - 


Engagements force me to’take leave of you again. 
I am’ &c. 





——————————e Oa 


For the Massacausetrrs Missionary Macazine. 








Dialogue between ALExANpDRINUS and Pau.us, on 
meetings for social prayer, &ec. 


Alex DO wonder at your conduét in attending the 
' I night meetings ! I once thought that you poffeil- 
ed too much, fenfe, confideration, and rational religion to be 
guilty of fuch irregular, and enthnfiaftic conduct. 

Pau. And, I, Sir,,in my turn wonder by what arguments 
you will prove, that treating meetings for prayer, religious con- 
ference, &c. with..neglect and derifion, 4s evincive of fuperior 
fenfe, of more mature confideration, or of more rational reliy- 
ion, than may,.be found in thofe, who attend thefe meetings. 

Alex. Derifion,! who, treats your, meetings with derifion ? 

Pau. If E-miftook-your.defign, I with to be corrected. But 
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as you p/ainly infinuate that an attendance on the meetings in 
queftion, is indicative of deficiency in fenfe, confideration, and 
rational piety, 1 hope, Sir, that you will be fo obliging as to fae 
vour me with the reafons, which influence your mind to this be- 
lief. I hope f fhall be open to conviction, and difpofed to give 
your reafons their full weight. : 

Alex. Reafons ! why feveral reafons might be given; but there 
is no need of giving reafons in foclear a cafe. 

Pau. The cafe,.Sir, is not fo clear in my view as to be felf- 
evident. And I muft confefs, however it may favour of weak- 
nefs, and degrade me (till lower in your-opinion, that I cannot 
believe a propofition to be true without fome evidence of its 
truth. I mutt hope, therefore, that you will excufe me if 1 again 
folicit the reafons, which led you to believe, as you feem to do, 
refpecting the fubject in queftion. : 

Alex. Good fenfe, fuitable confideration, and rational piety 
never led people to expofe their health and neglect their worldly 
and domettic occupations and purfuits, to attend evening meet- 
ings. Befides, thefe meetings interfere with family order and 
worfhip. Many attend them, young people efpecially, for no 

ood ends. In a word, they are inconfiftent with the order of 

e gofpel—they are morally wrong, On thefe accounts, Ij} am 
oppofed to evening meetings, And I mult again repeat it, that 
I do wonder you fhould countenance and fupport them, by 
your attendance. In fo doing, I muft tell you, that you “ kf 
credi¥” with a number of your beft friends. | 

Pau. Thefe reafons, Sir, if fubftantiated, would fully convince 
me, that I have been very cenfyrable, both-in theory. and prac- 
tice, with refpect to the meetings under confideration. But, Sir, 
I cannot but view your reafons rather as unfupported affertions, 
than as conclufive arguments. 

The moft plaufible things you urge againft evening meetings 
for focial prayer, &c. are that the health of people is hereby ex- 
pofed, and their fecular bufinefs neglected ; but thefe, I am per- 
fuaded are evils, which exift rather in imagination, than as real- 
ities. 1 have for feveral years been in the habit of attending 
thefe meetings, but I have never been fenfible of injuring my 
health, or of taking the flighteft cold, from my attendance ; nor | 
have I ever heard of any complaint of this kind from others, 

who have been in the habit of attending the meetings; and I 
prefume that no ferious evil of the kind has ever been realized 
among us. As to the evil arifing from the negle& of fecular bu- 
finefs, lam perfuaded that none has been experienced. I am 
not fenfible that I have ever fuffered any injury, as to my world. 
ly affairs, by attending the prayer we ;.nor have I ever 
obferved that any important bufinefs of the family has been neg- 
lected, although my wife has: generally attended them, as well 
as 
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as myfelf. Indeed, I ferioufly believe that family matters have 
gone on better, fince the eftablifhment of the mectings, under 
confideration, than they ever did before. Ina word, Sir, | have 
no reafon to believe that any injurious confequences, either with 
relation to health, or worldly intereft, have refulted from attend- 
ance on thefe meetings. Ot gia 

Alex. You may imagine a thoufand things in which there is 
no truth, but you cannot eafily perfuade me. 

Pau. But have you, Sir, ever noticed, that people, who attend 
thefe meetings, are more frequently fubjeét to colds, or that they 
enjoy lefs health, than your neighbours who negle& them 2 or 
have you ever noticed that they are leis prudent and.diligent in 
attending to the needful cares of life, than your other netehbours ; 


or that they are inlefs eafy circumiiances than they woe feveral 
years paft ? Ican hardly fuppofe that you will preicod te an- 
{wer either of thefe queftions in the affirmative. Loit ..:rnitting 
that people do fometimes take «colds, from attenusi prayer 
meetings, and that they, in fome inftances, negieét tome —rmily 
concerns, or their worldly intereft, I ihould not expe@ «> hear 


any objection from your mouth againit theie meetings, o7 i /cfé 
accounts. 

Alex. And why not from my mouth ! I muft take the jiberty 
to obferve, that I am not the perfon to receive and put up with 
affronts. 

Pau. No affront, Sir, was intended ; but as you feem to ex- 
pect an explanation, you fhall be gratified. I could not realon- 
ably expect to hear a man exprefs fo much concern, left the 
health and intereft of his neighbours fhould tuffer by attending 
evening meetings for prayer, when he mutt be fenfible, on the 
flighteft refleGtion, that both health and property are much more 
likely to be affected by dancing as itis generally practifed. 

Alex.’ Y underitand you, Sir. And I mult take the liberty to 
fay, that I think your infinuation very difingenuous; for you 
know, Sir, that I do not often indulge in that amufement ; be- 
fides—if—lI know not, 

Pau. But if you do not very frequently practife in mixed dan- 
= and continue the’practice to a late hour, yet your children, 

—— . 

Alex. My children, Sir ! and fhall I deprive them of a ration- 
al amufement and an agreeable accomplifhment, becaufe fome 
people are whimfical and fuperftitious ? 

Pau. How far dancing, as it is generally prattifed, isa ra- 
tional amufement and an agreeable accomplifhment, I fhall not 
at prefent undertake to decide; but how often your children 
have taken violent colds, and been, for a confiderable time, in- 
capacitated for performing their ufual routine of domeftic bufi- 
nefs in confequence of fallying forth into a damp or freezing at- 

) atmofphere, 
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atmofphere, after violent exercife in dancing, and how far the 
practice has been attended with. expenfe, and injury to your 
worldly intereft; you, Sir, will decide. | ' 

Alex: When I fhall find myfelf incompetent to the: govern- 
ment of my own family, and the direction of my own/affairs, I 
will then apply to you for advice ; but at prefent I ftand in no 
need of it? .~ ©: baziga: "2 | 

Pau. \ with not tooffend you; | I feel it, however, my duty to 
ftand in my’own defence, and to detect error and deception. 
You muft-excufe my freedom then, in further remarking, to thefe 
purpofes’ + You object to meetings for focial prayer, on the con- 
fideration, that they interfere with family order and worfhip ; 
but this objection Sir, I am perfuaded is without foundation. 
‘The meetings under confideration take place but twice, frequent- 
ly but once a week. On fabbath evenings they never commence 
till after the ufual time for family prayer. Thofe who main- 
tain the worfhip of God in their families, “ ferve the Lord” with 
their houfeholds, it is prefumed, before they attend the meeting. 
On the evenings of week days, they feldom, if ever, arecontinu- 
ed to the ufual hour for retiring to bed. Whence it may fairly 
be concluded, that thefe meetings, feldom, if ever, interfere with 
family order and worfhip. But fhould it be admitted that they 
fometimes are protracted to fo late an hour, as to fuperfede. fam- 
ily prayer, yet it by no means follows that a lefs number of per- 
fons enjoy the benefit of focial prayer, on fuch evenings, than on 
other evenings. The truth is, that a greater number enjoy the 
benefit of fach prayer. A number of heads of families attend 
thefe meetings, occafionally at leaft, who do not maintain family 
religion ; and a greater number of young perfons, who, were 
they to ipend the evenings at home, or elfewhere, would have no 
opportunity for uniting in focial prayer. It would not, Sir, I 
apprehend be a departure from truth to fay, that a large propor- 
tion of thofe, who attend prayer meetings on the evenings of the 
fabbath, would hear no prayers and receive no religious inftruc- 
tion, were they to negleé& the meetings. And not only doa ve- 
ry confiderable number enjoy the benefit of focial prayer, &c. by 
means of thefe meetings, who would otherwife be deprived of it; 
but the meetings, I am perfuaded, ftand intimately conneéted 
with the ‘increafe of family prayer. I have no doubt that the 
worfhip of God is now maintained in a number of families among 
us, in which it would not have been fet up, had it‘not been for 
the mectingein queftion. . Wherefore, | ory 

Alex.. Ah} you make a plantible ftory, but, 

Paul. If you know the above ftatement to: be incorreét, I 
certainly with to be corrected. I will thank you, Sir, to fet me 
right, if you know me to be m an error. ben 

Alex. Yow fhould I know any thing about the oo 

: ow 
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know I never attend your irregular meetings ; nor will.you very 
foon fee me at one of them. . . 
Paul. It is moft likely, Sir, that I. fhall not; but if 1 fhould 
not it will not be becaufe the meetings are chargeable with inter- 
fering. with.family order and worlhip! But fuppofe this were the 
cafe ; fuppofe family worfhip fhould fometimes be fet.afide in confe- 
quence of the meetings, can it reafonably be fuppofed that you ob- 
jet to them on this confideration? Excufe my freedom,, In all my 
converfation and intercourfe with you, I never heard you open your 
mouth to exprefs the flighteft difapprobation of theatrical amuie- 
ments, of gaming, caroufals, &¢. although kept up through the 
greater part of thenight. If,Sir, you were really concerned for the 
{upport and reputation of family.order and worfhjp,is it not natural 
to duppofe that thefe amufements, &c. which fo generally interfere 
with, and prevent the difcharge of family worfhip, would give you 
fome difturbance, oceafion you, fometines, at lealt, uneafinefs, and 
lead you to exprefs difapprobation! Befides, if you were really 
concerned for the promotion of family order and worthip, is it not 
reafonable to fuppofe that you would give them pradica/ counte- 
nance and fupport ? What, Sir, would you have me think ? — 
Alex, Keep your thoughts to yourfelf ! Who-authorifed you 
to judge and condemn your neighbours ? If I do negle& to pray 
in my family, it is no concern of yours. ‘“* Every tub muft ftand 
on itsown bottom.” I have no opinion of fo much praying, 
and fo much talking about religion. “ Itis a certain fign of hy- 
pocrify.” -** God no where requires us to {pend our time at prayer 
meetings, and therefore you are difobeying God in keeping them 
u Ped , } 
Paul. Let us be calm, Sir, l have not willingly offended. I 
have {aid nothing but from a conyiction of duty. You muft ex- 
cufe me, if, in attempting to vindicate my own conduét, and what 
I believe to be the caufe of truth, I fhould ac an Open and undif- 
guifed part. . It is, fir, with undiflembled concern, not with feel- 
ings of refentment, I hear you obferve, that the keeping up of 
meetings for prayer is a certain fign of hypocrify, and an a& of 
difobedience to God. While it is to be apprehended that meet- 
ings for focial prayer and. religious converfe are attended by 
thofe, in fome inftances, who act the hypocritical part, and 
through hypocrify, difobey God, yet I fear that your indifcriminate 
cenfure and condemnation of thofe who attend them arifes from a 
{pirit inconfiftent with af charity, which “ hopeth all things and 
thinketh no evil.” It may be uncharitable, if. fo, I pray God 
and you, Sir, to a a me the wrong ; but I feel conftrained to 
fay, that I greatly fear your hard {peeches againft the practice and 
perfons of thofe, who occafionally meet together for focial prayer, 
&c. are the offspring of a hard heart, ultimately terminate on the 
wifdom of God, and aim at the deftruétion of his caufei “As out 
Qed sear c | 9sai sd Tt * of 
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of the abundance of the heart the mouth fpeaketh ; as we are re- 
quired to pray with a// prayer, to pray and faint not4 as they 
who feared the Lord, in old time, fpake often one to another-on 
religious ‘fubjetts ; as they frequently met together out of fea- 
fon as well asin feafon, by night and by day, for religious exer- 
cifes ; as the apoitles of our Lord countenanced fuch meetings 5 
and, as thefe-employments mutt be, to the fubjects of experimental 
réligion, more than their neceflary food ; fince thefe things are fo, 
Tthould “wonder at your condué,” were I lefs acquainted with 
the human heart, in oppoting them: But I do not wonder that 
the friends of Zion aflociate together for prayer, religious con- 
verfe, &c. And I pray God that the time may foon arrive, when 
meetings for thefe pu fhall every where prevail, to the glory 
of his name ; nor fhall I ceafe, Sir, to pray God in your behalt, 

Alex, No more, I'll hear no more! I cannot endure it ! 

a2 Bh dt ! SILAS. 





ON THE IMPORTANCE OF FEMALE EDU. 
ay CATION. : 

; ; . = : = == gh 

An extract from a manuscript containing the life of —— 

with.moral and religious reflections. | . 


. If T being a time of war, I was expofed to the flood of 
__ BL. viee incident to “fuch a period-*" Among young 
people, the law of honor, at that time, obtained peculiar authori- 
ty, as the ftandard of a noble fpirit. It was thought to be the 
fure guide to happinefs ; nor did it fink into comparative con- 
tempt, till it had guided re Aovmee habits of diffipation, and pov- 
erty, and fuin. ‘Through infinite mercy, I efcaped as a bird’ from 
the fhare. of the fowler ; not, however, without fuffering lofs. 
Honor, or our love of a good name, efpecially among our 
uals ; and, in young men, more efpecially among their equals 
‘of the-other fex; is a powerful impalfe of happy tendency, if 
attended with happy circumftanees and well managed. Is it not 
the young women, who give the law, and manage the love of 
honor in young men ?. Thefe will conform to pleafe the tafte of 
the fair, whom, they with to pleafe. _ HS. 
’ How vaitly important, therefore, to civil and religious fociety 
at, among the numerous inftitutions, which are defigned 


peyedons yp world, female education fhow!d hold a 






a at fober 


principal place, 10 vain we aftempt to teduse young tien to the 
% * The late war with Great Britain. 
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soci, 9 religion, forbids, 
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grofice,y vices. They are pais a eka Plural ut why? 

is appear from — moral tendency ? Does it appear 

rhe the end for which they are adop ted ? ? Their moral tendency 
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is to diffipate the mind, an Ae wees it impatient of the reftraints 


of ufef} and of reli ious duties. and the end, for which 
hay fal labours d of religious dutics. ne, for whi 


adopted, is to gratify thofe feelings of the mind, 
which ought te be denied,-and mortified ; as well as to fill a 


want, and quench a thirft, for which the gofpel offers the only 
adequate fupply. Thefe recreations.are doubtlefs to thofe, who 
engage in them, what the duties of focial worfhip are to me 
‘children of God. Then, how can they be confiftent With relig 
ion ? How: can they be innocent ? They are adopted fo. hurtfal 
end. They ‘counteraé the defign of all religious .j itutions, 
whofe reftrainmg and: refosnting: influence is beneficial to man in 
time,and eternity. © 4 jo 

The religious parent, in the morning, prays fos ‘a blefling to 
attend hin and his family, through all the labours -of the’ ‘day. 
Thereligious youth retires to pray for a blefling onal his enter 
prifes,' which appear to him to ‘be ufeful and good! But what 
parent.or youth can with confidence pray for the fmiles of heaven 
on the diflipating enterprifes‘of the paflions?\ Ah! Prayer is never 
made on fuch o¢cafions. ‘The dignifying folemnities, of: #éligion 
would {poil the mirth of the gayjand render their-fcenes not wor- 
thy, of being acted. . Miferable fcenes,indeed ! ‘They willnot bear 
a fober thoy ght. The {crutiny of confcience | upfits, the actors for 
their play. * 

And are fuch ufements fit to be commended to immortal 
youth, aie ortly appear = the ae af God? Judge 
and fpeak parents, c anhedy ok God of g6d to yout fami 
Vow. : / Lite “Licks 
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ans AND Dhan, SIRs. 


oy avai hearing that awery dnitalings Magésine 
is publifhed in your yicirity,, of which you ‘are one 
of the editors, I. thought, J: might:communicate an-aceount of 
tranfactions among the previ wabieh might be: shought.worthy 
of publifhing, | 

, My people for anumber of years path lens had: a defire to vifit 
their weftern brethren. A: year-.from- laft fummen they, made 
out torraife betweentwa and three hundred dollass, near one hun- 
dred of which was laid out in-wampum, and about the middle of 
Oétober, 1802; they fet out, nine of them in number. 

In thetfpring: of 1803. they arrived at Fort: ‘Wayne, the refi- 
dence of the-governor, of the Indiana Territoryen :) Hog bis | 

vo ite ‘following ' is a. copy: of a letter’ they! wrote to the: "governor. 
| | “To his Excellency ' Bates Wittiam H: Haxzison. | 
“ Greatand.wife man.of the United Statesy Moar Ag 

“ Althouginyou , may, not -have. expected to fees eneyynor any 
of my companions, as I am a firanger in this part of the country 5 
yet.it is the will of the great and good Spirit we fhould meet here, 


« Prother, 
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; Brother, attend, the reafon }.callyou brother,is becaufel firm. 
ythelieve that, you and I.fprung from. one man, whole name was 
Adam,, whofe.complexion | am Rill to bear. ‘When, ancef- 
tors.firk came over, to. a nseteharen my forefathers took hold of 
theit hands, and madg the covenant of friendthip, with them, and 

ity: was prayed, by fealing it with their blood, in all your 
‘wars again@. white nations, and their bones teftified ecto 
lay among yours in many places., sit? by Yo Shir ) 

_ Brother, J, would alfo, inform you, that my an 
allies of differentynations of my,colour and never have, 
iriendfhip, but kept in asifacredy which I ftill maintain to this say. 
My-friend{hip.40,them is-only, different from mine to you, that I 
never have [joined.. wit them, in, Aint ‘wars aan +. white 
fimaericanse »| vis =) siti booy » 

“:My ianceftors. led to, yifit them, often to gonfalt t¢ nm Buns for 
their general welfare ; and as I have long ete ia 
of white, people, an at, the, fame, time’ well know the 
fituation of ; my.colowr,, in .general, which induced Pia plea 
com panions,, together with and by the requeft, and confent tine my 
Nation,to, take pains to.come.and vifit them,, la, the firft place 
to renew thegnoims covenantsof friendfhip between my anceftors 
and theirs : “then to recommend to, them,..a perpetual peace 
with the, United! States, Union,.and a firm government amon 
themfelves to,enegurage virtue), to SeFORIINANG Goligapiop, a 
alfo the Chrifiian religion.» . of “2rotrosl 

“Brothers youimay now, know the motive of. may coming to this 
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Baraion Taian oboog Lie ik fi xth Speech that: “was de- | 


‘iwered: to the Delaware. Nation refiding at Manpehom: mekit,: or 
“White River; on Whe sth dayef April, 8803. 8s cutouna od 


Sat | 


o 


3 py aaeae: BR Sy, ; 
Jiften-to. the voice of your granada ‘Mub- 

rere es Lhaye.obferved to you in my other fpeech, that as 
there. was andi “ two great fpinits, the one holy and good, and 
the other bad. ; likewife there: has been and is two forts of white 
people, who w two! different paths; the one believes the 
great-and good. Spirit, and the other the evil fpirit... And I will 
now tell _ further, that the one loves the Indians in general, 
2 and 
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ae doiiidihied 68 then - “PAS or6 Has’ Been 
ize atid chiittiartce them'> arid the other has 
dei thé poitondis hquors TS eRdeS; and Wahy 
: co Peclre This has been the dale withele different 
trib its er fitted: WHité Pédpte caini¢ Over to this ifland. 
78 tribes accepted’ thé offeis' of the good whitexpeople, 
3 me “with eonfempt réjected ‘hrethvand’ ‘Wok: hold, "with 
“bath h nds, of the cup of ine evil minded” vt eI 
<a 'Bé if known te'you and your ecbearelet ait ‘the 
Ene ‘thas Téjetted the civilization and@'Chriftian religion, 
Utaced the Wicked pradtices of the bad white people were 
teil ly becaine extine fron the GarthPand: ever: ‘thelr 
~ Bat -on- the dtier hand, allthe Indians) 2who 
accep tid gm er of the good white people were bleffeds'- $6 far 
as Re? ii thful,’ hey rol rofpered, dnd the femitiane of thet re- 


 fiding “to this day. etlow Lis 
ost Posi acacia? T will ao inform ot that he Chriftian re- 
tes was offered to my forefiithets, at firft, neat | feventty years 
a ay m: ednfequence of whith the Sachems and Counfellors, who 
Wete then Hvith, together with their youn then; about two huf- 
Ated fh iiinber, held 4 cowneil ‘to know ether inwas belt for 
ME HAtiow O° Aceept the offer 6F Hot. 
\ M@Previdis ‘td that' period tfiafiy of them na Neti how to 
‘follow ‘the ‘examphs of the bad white people, particularly in 
drinking the poifonous liquors to excefs, and were préjiidiced 
‘apalit Chiitiafi religion. | However; the refiilt of the council 
was this, not of tp ree the offer before they fhould gry: at} and let 
it be preached ihone certain’: é; atid let every man and wo- 
mip 0. sh tae and embrace it sift ky think beft, and Waunahkq- 
to whee ¢ Houfatonack ) Viras! ha. village fo chofen, (at this 
place: chr wh, and’ I bth companions) then wt nation 
wide collected, fach as Were difpofed. to hear the gofpek ;. at:the 
fame time there’were many, as I wee before, w ° by the 
influence f fome wicked Dutch people, and by the means of 
sede fish its; Walt tot tften'to: He voice oF the preacher, and 
fedlijyalh fack-dimisithed very fatt, fome-are. gone to live among 
other nations, and the-reft buried under the earth ;.confequently, 
their villages are, as it were defolated, and pofleffed by the whites. 
But the abovementioned village was the only ond 4A He remain- 
od; and'the'deftendants of that, who-enibrace the civilization and 
€ lirtfiatt-Péligion, are how {till remaining as @ fiation? 90" ' 
pave Grete aren I will farther inform you; that many of zhi 
Gple of kité; fkern #reacly ftirred up by the itiftuence of 
Be Beers el ae he in general, con- 
ily; they have émbodiéd themfel ves into fociéties ‘or affoci- 
set; rth Ain have ‘entered into a covenatt'of friendthip 
with my nation, whofe council fire is at Monolucktaunack, (or 
city 
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gen York;) they are: your friends and brothier# as well 2s 
a yam i the great menof the Usited States are mote ai 
‘Oo golod dowithdly che ‘people of out colonrs . 

* Grandfathers; Yout grandchildren, the Mahledlsitntik ‘it 
tion have been a to leatn the arts pss cece and 
Chriftian ret , and b experience ave found this 
is the belt ar us to once much éafier than the ancient 
way. E-doi’t "define you to forfake: ‘yout huntibg, hor afiy of your 
wholefomrie eatoms. iid 

PRE E took up ‘a white belt of watipern, and fads 

“Grandfathers, As my aficéftors and yours have éRablithed 4 
eeaotbnde diame which has’ been kept facred) ‘and never 
been violated; and having wellknown the deplorable fiteation 
of bits colonr ia genetal, this induced my nation'to eometd in- 
trodtice civilization and’ ‘Chriftian réligion, and by‘ldng’ expéri- 
efice, they found this is the beltway for us’ to live, and much 
eafiet than the aficient way: ‘“Ldon’t défire you t6 forfake your 
huntiag, aor ahy of your wholefomecuftoms: 

Then I tock up a white belt of wampum, aid faid, 

«‘ Grandfathers, As my anceftors and yours have eftablifhed 2 
covenaht of friend{Mip, which hag been kept faered, and never 
been violated, anid having well known the deplorable fituation of 
our colour ir general, this indu¢ed my nation to-eome:to intro- 
duce civilization, and Chriftian réligion to you and "your tribes. 

Note: THe Indians are divided into three clans, the'Turkey, the 

Turtle, and the Bear, and thefe’have their particular chiefs.) 

«“G.F. Now I exhort you-to confider this feriowfly, and to 
have compaffion on yotir young! mén, women and children, and 
Jet them learn this, what our white brothérs call: AB C, which 
is the foundation of learning + A is-like as if you'fland ‘at the 
head of a living ftream, the further ou follow; you will find 
it wider, Which Hasno end ; ‘atid by following it ully, you 
will find 'varisus advantages + peitae other things you will be 
able to open the eyes of bur and yotr grandchildren, the differ- 
ent tribes m this country, who atways look to their’ grandfathers 
for advice and council, 

“G.F. Be affured that by following this rathy: T-and my na- 
tion have fowd’ many. advantages ; atnong oiler ‘things, our 
white brothers cannot fo eafily cheat us now witpregaee to our 
land affairs, as they did our forefathers. 
> «G, FL Yowhave heard your grandchildren thits far, and as 1 
atm your true friend, 1 will fpeak to you further, atid I will not 
hide any thing front you. ont recomended this civilization 
ahd Chriftian religion to you; I will tell you clearly, confider 
the matter, and have compaffion on your young mien, women 
and children. Ido not expe& you can follow thefe things at 


Once ; 
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470 Letter, 20. the Rew. Mr. Hopkins, 
once + you,khow very well that.many ofthe ialirements of the 


white people are found to be ufeful with us the Indians, as.well 
as with them,,and-that they are not rained, or peured down im- 
mediately from heaven bythe great and good Spirit, but, it-is his 
will to-ufe‘bis\people as iaruments to manufacture. thele.things, 
to be, ufefal to mankind. of all colours ; ju fo itis his.willand 
good pleature. to,ufe his.good people.as intruments,to. propagate 
civilization and :Chrittian, religion among the,poor, Indians. 

_“ Grandfather, J mutt plainly tell you this fimple truth; that.if 
you will now, as a nation, accept what I offer, to you, and. follow 
that ftraightpath,the great-and goed Spirit will blefs,you, thatyou 
will become a wife people, and you thallincreafe bothinnumberand 
fubRtance; confequently -xou will be happy indeed; in this life,and 
the: life'to.come : and.you. willjbejable. to hold, your lands to the 
lateRt generation, for this.is the,will of the great and good Spirit. 

“Lgnuft alfo plainly telf you, that if you, rejedt fuch offers.and 
embraee,the.cup of the evil minded,’ you, will participate with 
thofe nations whom I have mentioned. in their. mileries : you will 
become poor, in every: refpedt, and you will be featsexed; your 
villages will be defolated pe poffelien bya People, who will culti- 
vate your lands.) qe) ive 

Then Lafk, what en aad my. , rapiinbildnana, the differ- 
ent. nations, will.think 2 be. aflured they will: be forry, and you 
will be, defpifed, by»manys. aad finally, you will, become,, extinct 
trom.the,earths,therefore, grandfather, think: of thefe things, and 
may the great and good Spirit-help you in your deliberations.', A 
white belt of yampum with. a piece.of paper, . fewenl on one: end, 
on which was-written, A.B C.,, | 

e ~tblids bas coco .3t Se delivered, 

Oa the 46th: taante sen, t aticdyy + 

Then,, ih atepalitiehs fachem ‘of the Delaware nations oo 
ed theifollowing reply. .-. 

*¢ Grandchildren,, The chiefs, dad your mer Sabena: ~e 
children, thank, you for your: kind vifit with fuch. renters con- 
cern, which you laid before: your grandfathers... - 

Lamgiad.the great.and good Sptrit has helped’ you to renew 
the ancient covenant of friendfhip, which has fubfifted between 
my- aneeftoxsiand yours. 0) o. | 

‘“‘ Grandchildren, Liften, l alfo take hold of. that friendhip, 
and begin to-renew it. | 

“‘ Grandchildren, In your Speech you faid that. we have been 
tr ying to follow the civilization. and Chrittian religion, and foundit 
to hei geod for your nation, and being well acquainted with the dif- 

‘fituation of your grandfathers, as well as other tribes, and hav- 
ing compaffionate Seclings towards.us, it induced you to come. fo 


far to offeror reccommend the fame, I thank you for this alfo. 
| Sora dabaisren, I now declare to you eens we have rn OF 
idere 
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fideted the ‘matter, you propofé to us, and I'and my chief, he- 
‘Toes, young men, Women, and childtep, ynanimoufly have agreed 
‘to accepty'and tdke’héld ‘with both hands-all: what you ‘have rec- 
ommended to us. Our eyes are now on you. ‘A large white 


‘belt of wampum, fear 4 feet in length, delivered, containing Goce 


The following aré copies of a letter and certificate the’ Indians 
-broughe with | m. 2 OF task ty 5 i 3. vr Ie , “ 
SE tag Sep A “Fart Wayne, June 8th, 1803. 
DEAR SIRS, i S ‘a ae! a aed , all ad isd 4 ~ e 

~~“The bearér hereof, Capt. Hendrick Aupaumut, chief 6f the 
Mohheakunnuk nation, has been on a miffion from" his trike’ to 
‘the Delawares and others,of the Northweftern Indians : “he was 
‘here during the negociation, which took place relative to,the trea- 
‘ty, which was. yelterday b rought'to a fayourable iffte, and has 
‘done me ‘much  fervice ; y récommending t the, Indians to 
adopt the plan which was pro ofed to them. 1 gui te juelt you 
to teceive and treat Nim. Kindly, and requett fh thy fait of che 
‘cémmanding officer at Detroit, to give him and his men, who are 
-with him, a paflage in fome public _veffel to Port Erié ‘} you will 
“pleafe alfo to furnith them with proyifions for the voyage, Capt. 
Hendrick has received.a good Englith education, ane you, will 
“find him deferving your attention. 
“Tam, with much régatd, dear fir, your humble fervant, 

sie at boPegglict ot ap WALLLAM H, HARRISON. 

; Tr wy | COUR VuetlOuls +i rf Fee i 
RE ty PR ge - Ye , rs 


Agent of In an affairs. ee es ae 
This may certify that Capt. Hendrick a Mobheakunnuk Indian 
chief, and eight.0f :his:nation arrived at-this: place» asth lof April, 
1803 > finee }which-time they have continued at this place and 
done every thing in their power to prevail on the Indians in this 
country te-become-mere civilized than-they are at-prefent ; they 
have alfo taken great pains to explain to the Indians the great ad- 
vantage they would.obtain irom adapting the cuftoms and man- 
ners of white people ; during the time Capt. Hendrick and his 
party ftayed at this place,.they have behaved themfelves with the 
greatelt propriety. 


~— yy ;° 


WILLIAM WELLS, 
Agent for Indian affairs. 
Fort Wayne, Indiana Territory, ee, 
Fune A7tby 18030. , : ER j 
‘This miffion has éoft my people a confiderable fiuf of money. 
F feel fatisfied they have done much good. They did’not’exterid 
‘theif vifits among the Chippauway nations as ‘they intended when 
they fat out ; if they had they ‘might have given ‘miich aid to 
Mr.-Bacon’s-‘miffions”” =) © 8 eth Sins 
e According 
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$72 Letter froma Church in Exgetown. 
Ea ola the tribes 5 sshp cry 


AIS BOTROUY. ABSA BX.OHE 
eainnita buf 


rej of the p pagans ney. can fp cil aaa we 
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| Ipéech, will by sem 2be, communic d.to all etn 
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isch obtained ie this t tri bsg 
a informed, pai the tecritor) 
ero as tha one aaa is neceffary to 
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5 to me worthy “blag ig to feize 


“2 it a a3 ip 
is oparaniy to Some. eth ie eae ore of ‘the ak $ go 


rious gofpel 
mong that poor peop 
I. ave foe reafon to Ooi mY. ople obtain, much credit, : and 
a the full confide: ice Of the tri y vifited. net 
i The indians told them 7 yp al receive miff be 
is eae Ary i a recommended dy! te My, that they py a fh 
| to 
I wifh that fome Miffionary might bei inftruéted to.vifit my 
villa early this o—- and in the name of. the foriety enter into 
fome friendfhip nd agreement with them to Promote a mitlion 
‘among ‘the: ns ore Indians... 
eign naan Reverend | ‘Sir, with ans icfteeds; 








i > 5: same meen: poehes: ” 
j ri vai : 9 

' : 

it A LETTER rou a CHURCH ty-FREETOWN. 
i 1 is! Ko tas | Massacuvserrs Missionary Socistr. 
i GENTLEMEN, | | ' : 
4 E, the members of a fmall church, embodied 
Hi ~ big about three. sepia sg ib3 Mr. Jor Ham Srw- 









or sea poorntnennis: a and Mr. Arex. M‘Lean, another 
‘the: Indians and. others.in North ‘America,) -have thought it our 


| 3. pe aa you our thanks for the benefits, which, we.owe to 


1 you, 
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you, under God. “We congratulate’ you oi the happy choice you 
have been erabléd to makeof then of grace, and talents, for the 
blefled work ; and ourhigheft praife is die tohim who Moved Voi 
to ailociate for fuch benevolent:purpofes- We anticipate the glori- 
ous time'as near at Hand; fpokenof in'the book of in{pitation, wher! 
all fhall know the Lord, from thé leaft to the greatett”; $ atid that 
even now the millennium is gradaally eoming on. ~ We implore 
the ‘God of ' mercies to ftrengthen your hands ‘and encourage your 
hearts, and profper your undertakings beyond your éxpeétations;. 
By’ giving you great fuccefs in winning fouls’ to 'Chrift; that God’ 
may be glorified, and joy abound in‘heaven and earth: : 
WILLIAM -CHALMERS. 
WILLIAM TAYLOR. 
Fan. 15th, 1804. DANIEL’ LOVEJOY. 
N. B. | The above church is in Freetown, about 25 miles from 
Hallowell, eaft fide of Kennebec River. 


—FDE 
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REFLECTIONS OF A MINISTER. 








[Concluded from- page 431.] 








HOSE minifters will be unfpeakably ‘blefféd, wlio 
are found, in a-good degree, faithful, and admitted 
into God’s eternal kingdom of glory. Shall I enjoy this bleffed- 
nefs ? Have I real evidence that my heart has been changed by 
{pecial grace, and that I am daily ripening for glory? If I ‘fhould 
not’ be admitted into:'God’s eternal kingdom in heaven, how 
dreadful my condition ! Whofe endlefs mifery ean be fo great, 
as that of the ungodly, unfaithful minifter ? How painful and 
tormenting to be feparated from all Chrift’s true minifters and 
friends, and placed among his implacable enemies | And then 
hear him fay to me, Depart, thou curfed, into everlafiing fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels ! If 1 have contealed and corrupt- 
ed ‘the truths and doétrines of the gofpel, how many ‘around me 
will ther and forever condemn and curfe me for my unfaithful- 
nefs! ‘They may now bepleafed with my unfaithfulnefs, and like 
me far better, than many other preachers, becaufe I do not dwell 
and infift on certain doétrines. But thofe who are now the moft 
pleafed with me for fhunning to declare the whole council of 
God, will then be .the moft forward to’load me with curfes, 
Their love: will be turned into the moft bitter hatred. © Inftead of 
flattering and carefling me,‘ they ‘will be continually expreffing 
implacable enmity and malice towards me, for havi ing done = 
Vou. I. Mmm much 
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much to lead them to endlefs deftruGion.., Even if I have preach- 
ed the truth fully and. plainly, but have done it with a wicked, 
impenitent, heart, I fhall then be condemned for my. hypoerify and 
molt. hardened; wickedneis... Thoufands. will'condemn. me for 
profeiiing love to them,, when 1 ‘had none’ in, reality. . They. -will 
curfe and reproach. me for-being wholly felfith in all my prayers 
and preaching ;.and nevex once truly defiring their falvation ; 
but continually provoking God, by my hypocriy,.to withhold 
his, grace, and not blefs my labours for their faving good. The 
more orthodox I haverbeen, the more criminal and deteftable L 
fhall appear ; for I knew, and did. not aé& accordingly ; Iknew 
the fruth, but’hated and rejefted/it with my whole heart. Whata 
capacious veffel of wrath muftiibe ! And how deep muft I fink 
into endlefs mifery and, defpair ! I fhall be condemned and abhor- 
red by allin hell! Yea,more, by all in heaven! They will all 
clearly fee how odious and deteftable fuch a charaéter is; for I 
fhall be ftripped of all difguife, and appear asI really am. God 
will require at my hand the blood of all who have perifhed through 
my unfaithfulneis ; and becaufe 1 can make no fatisfaction he 
will doom me to endlefs’ punifhment, and nevér ceafe to pour 
upon me the vials of his wrath f The fiercenefs of the wrath of 
Almighty God, 1] «mntt endure to. eternity! But I can now have 
no adequate conception of my mifery and torment, if I fhould be 
found at lafta wicked and unfaithful minifter, and caft into hell. 
Let me then improve my prefent reflections, by exercifing 
deep repentance, and fervently-praying to God, that he would 
extend fpecial mercy to me and to ail his miniftering fervants. 
;, How exceedingly.do minifters need his mercy ? Lord have 
mercy on me ; and grant that.I may be found faithful, and that 


thefe refleGtions may not rife in judgment againit me, at the lalt 


day ! May I realize more fenfibly the folemn,fituation of every 
minifter! May I-earneitly defire and spray, that .every: one 
who undertakes to preach the gofpel, may be filled with love 
and zeal; and turn many from darknefs to light. May they all 
go forth in the fullnefs, of the. bleflmg of the gofpel of Chrilt, 
Let me and all who preach God’s word, watch and pray, and 
be ftrong in the grace that isin Chrift Jeius. ? 

Let me further improye thele reflections, by frequently entreat- 
ing faints.to be fervent in, prayer for the minilters of the gofpel. 
This-is a very important duty. ;. it ishighly incumbent on chritt- 
ians; but I fear it-is much .negleed. If faints more faithfully 
difcharged this duty, perhaps, minifiers in general would be far 
more faithful and fuccefsful, than they now, are... Let me then 
earneftly entreat every child of, God, to pray abundantly for his 
miniftering fervants. , Let me urge the glory of God and the 
Redeemer ; the falvation of many periihing, finners ; and the 
endlefs bleflednefs of faithful minifters and eminent faints, as fo 


many motives to enforce the duty of fervently praying for the: 


ambailad ors of Chriff. 
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Amelia to the Editors. ATS 


- FROM A LADY. , em at 


a 


De the Poretes of ” Mien SHosRTts wt is$1oNaRT Macazinss 
J . . . : | 


at PIECE i in your 6 Nox titled: the excellency of the: 

‘chriftian religion, page: 1075 induces an inquiry, , 
wheter the ftatemert-of its effects are perfeaiy correct? Is it 
indéed atreeable to experience, that the real chriltian is never the 
fubjet of melancholy-and defection of fpirit ;'and.that hie enjoys: 
every monient the fatisfa@ion-of thinking: himéelf in company with 
his beft and dearest friend:? Has: it not fome tithe been a com- 
plaint, “ Oh-! thatt knew! whee T thight'find him: ! L go’ for- 
ward, but he’ is not “there ¢ backward,’ but I cannot: perceive 
him.” -And does- not evety pious mind; witnefs scomplaints 
fimilar to thefe ? I afk, is ‘the exercife of a fpirit of devotion a 
certainconfequent on religidus reurement? Does not the true chrilt- 
ian, whofe remaining finy fometimes draws a: feparating veil 
between God “and- his: foal, feeb acmelancholy chafm on fuch, 
oeeafions ? Arid an heart'of altonifhing infenfibility to the divine 
prefence; with which his judpimént tells him he is attended ? Are 
his detires a/ways innocent, and his life always ferene.? Never dif- 
compofed by remains of that troubled fea, which cals up mire 
and dirt ? If St.Paul be.indeed a pattern of chriftian experience, 
may we not conclude that his fucceffors in the chriftian life find 
equal eccafion to complain, that when they “ would do good 
evil is prefent” with them ? and fometimes bringing them into 
wretehed captivity. 


: AMELIA. 
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Conclusion of a meeting ‘of thé Missionary Society in 
7 
ondon. 


HE bufinefs of the Society being nearly finifhed, it 

was propofed that the whole fhould be concluded 

by the adminiftration of the Lord’s Supper. This appearing 
defirable to all, feveral perfons were appointed to make the nec- 
ceflary arrangements, and Mr. Kirkpatrick engaged in prayer. 
After an interval of one-hour and an half, the Society met. The 
noncommunicants being feated in the gallery, the fervice was be- 
gun 
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gun by prayer by Mr. Taylor; Mr. Townfend read a portion 
of feripture ; Mr. Kingfbury gave a fuitable introductory exhor- 
tation; Dr. Haweis prayed over the elements, which were dif- 
tributed. by*twelve-minifters, ; the bread by Mefirs,. Bogue, Eyre, 
Pawion, Stevens, Townfend and Wilks; and the wine by 
Meffrs. Allen, Cooper and.Hopkins; Mr. Bennet gave an ex- 
hortation; and Mr. Trindlay concluded with prayer, fuitable 
iu hymns were! prven: out. |: Acbout“fifty: minifters ) were among the 
i communicants. 3; Such: a.Selemn. delightful feafon has, feldom 
béen‘kaown: Profound devotion; ardent! zeal, and heavenly love, 
feemedsto pervade and poflefs every-heart,.. Surely it was the 
houfe of God, ahd the gaté of soit It. was highly gratifying 
| to behold minifters. and ‘brethren, of Epifvopal, Prefbyterian, In- 
| dependent; and Methodiit denominations uniting as one body: in 
Kit Chrilt} tolcut off the fame, bread, and to, drink, of the fame cup. 
Such a fcene brightens the: profpects of-the -Miffionary Society. 
UWiion begets. firength, and the blefling of the God of love may 
be confidently expeéted when the difviples of Chrift provoke a 
world, (too long, and too juitly offended with religious animof- 
ities?) to fay; fee how thefe chriftians love; -May we not hope that 
this’ éxamplecofsliberality will; excite multitades at home and, 
abroad to unite in the fame manner,.and that the members of the 
whole church of Chrilt.on earth, thus living in peace, fhall enjoy 
the prefence of tthe! Gad of peace among them. et 
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aire Success of Missionaries‘in the South Seae — *:*. 
Wh Af ORE than thirty miffionaries aré in the South Seas ; 
God’s preferving grace conducted them fafely 
through ‘the great deep; and inclined the heart of the heathen to 
receive with joy thefe meflengers of peace. At Otaheite, the 
high prieft-came‘to:them and {aid affectionately “ I am old, and 
deaf, otherwife I would fit down at your feet, and hear, and 
learn what you have to announcé-to us, all other priefts may 
 hear.and learn.from you, in what manner the Otaheitans are be- 
Ry come and remain truly happy.” Already is the-peaceable tree 
OP of the crofs planted in thofe diftant regions of the world, and 
** many of the: heathen, hitherto inveloped in awful blindnefs, hear 
the ect, yoice of the gofpel, be ye reconciled to God § probably 
ral 2 by this time enlightened by the heavenly light, pardon- 
éd,, baptized, and received into the great fraternity of the chil- 
dren of God. . The angels of God in heaven rejoice at the con- 
verfion, of oné finer, fhould we not then rejoice af divine light 
arifes to thoufands, yea, to millions of loft’ inners! Should we 
net pray with incteafedfervency, Let thekingdom of thy ‘Bon 
: come ! 
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come! fend, 'O fend faithful. labourers into thy. vineyard ! pre- 
pare a way: for Jews, Turks, and. Heathens and comefogn \to thy 
grand review! Blefs all miflionaries every where, who have left 
their. dear connections, and preach the gafpel of the Redeemer 
in Afia, Africa, the Eat and Welt Indies, the, fouthern, liles, and 
in America | give Spirit and power;,to thy word, and let,their 
labours in the Lord,be not in vain. 

Speaking of a Society formed in London for the promotion 
of Chriftian knowledge, a writer obferves, that ,mult be pleafing 


to every benevolent mind to be informed,;how, much the labours. 


of that venerable fociety have lately been bleiled. ... Their miffiens 
in India have been fo fuccefsful, that, fince the year 1799, about 
350 natives have been baptized... [he number of children in the 
charity fchools under the fociety’s .patronage amounts to 7036 
boys, 4108, girls, 2928. And that fince she fetting up of the 
{chools 4230. boys, and 20,399 girls have been.put out to ap- 
prenticethips, and férvices, or taken from;fchool by their friends. 
And that in the year 1801, the following books were difributed 
by the fociety, 7294 bibles, 9958,teltaments and, pfalters, 12,895 
prayer books, 14,710 other bound books, and 96,354. {mall 
tracts. The whole number, of books diftributed. in, one year, 
141,208. . 
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To the Epirors‘of the Massacuussrrs Missionary Macazine. 








FROM ONE OF OUR MISSIONARIES. 





—-- 


ROM the’ 10th of June, 1803, to the sth of March, 





1804. Spent 36 weeks in the fervice of the Mafla-’ 


chufetts Miffionary‘Society. Rode 1835 miles. Preached 312 
fermons. Vifited 98 families, 20 ichools, and 10 fick perfons. 
Adminiftered the Lord’s Supper 6 times, and admitted 8 perfons 
to Church Fellowfhip. Baptized 3 adults, and 47 children. 
Attended to conferences, and catechifed children 3times. Af- 
fitted in gathering 2 churches, attended 3 aflociations, and heard 
13 fermons. Spent 2 days in falling and prayer, and attended 
one funeral. 


Received for the ufe of the Society, Dolls. cts. 
From Augutta, by contribution, 6 g2 
‘From 2 perfons in Ilfborough, wa ALI eye 4s 

Fox Iflands, | ” 2g 
Eden,’ I 94 { 
Union, 8 10 
.Dammerifcotte Pond, i 10 
Received of the Rev. Daniel Merrill, of Sedewick, 


~ atmual tax df feveral members in his*parish, } ~. 
52 25 
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Ffound the people in genetal- very friendly, and very ready, 
(with a few exceptions) to hear preaching. Generally on Lord’s 
days, had large attentive affemblies. ‘The people often exprefs 


their thanks to the Miffionary Society, for fending miflionaries: 


among them. Notwithfanding the length of time I have fpent, 
there yet remains feveral deftitute places, that I have not™been 
able to vifit. But having brother Couch fent on to my help, 
(who is well qualified for miffionating,) [amin hopes of going 
over the remaining part of the extenfive field, before the next an- 
mal meeting. In feveral places there appears to be an-attention 
to religion. On Fox Hlands there has been a general ftir the 
feafon paft, and many have become the hopeful fubjects of divine 
grace. “Tothe glory of the Great Lord of the harvett, I would 
obférve that he has been very gracious. Many have been 
the folemn feafons, while I have been attempting to dif- 
fafé his -holy word. - Many times have the tekens of ‘the divine 
prefence been vifible ; and although, as it related to many, the 
impreflions have been momentary, it is to be feared ; yet infome 
inftances, that have come to my knowledge, the impreflions have 
beet more lafting, and in'4 or 5 inftances they have iffued in 
hopeful converfion to God. May’ the blefling of many more 
perifhing fouls come on the heads of the members of the Miffion- 
ary Society, and may they not ferget to abound in prayer, as 
well as other means. For in vain is gold lavifhed out of the bag ; 
im vain do mitlionaries {pend their time, talents, and firength ; un- 
lefs the Spirit of God be poured down from on high, to render 
fuch endeavours fuecefsful.' Hoping that the Society will not 
diminifh aught of their former exertions or prayers, while the 
fields are fo extenfive and whitening to the harvelt ; I remain their 
willing fervant in the gofpel of Chrift. | 

. JOTHAM SEWALL. 
Frankfort, on Penobfcot River, 

March $, 1804. 
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ANECDOTE. 


} — — —-—___ _—__| 


HE witty Earl of Rochefter happened to be in com- 

pany with King Charles IJ. his queen, chaplain, 

and fome of his minifters of ftate ; after they had been difcourt- 
ing on public bufinefs, the king of a fudden exclaimed ! * come, 
let us unbend our thoughts from the cares of ftate, and give 
us a generous plafs of wine, which cheereth as the feriptures. faith, 
both God and.man?”” The queen hearing this, modeétly — 
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Lines addressed to young women. 479 


fhe thought there*could be no-fach text in the feriptures, and 
that the idea feemed to her to be little Jefsthan blaiphemy. The 
king replied that he was: not prepared to turn to chapter and 
verie ; but he was pretty fure he had'met with it fome where in 
his f{cripture reading. ‘The chaplain was appealed to, and he 
was of the fame opinion with the queen. ' 

. Rochefter, fufpecting the king to be right and being no friend 
to the chaplain, flipt out of the room to,inquire among the fer- 
vants if any of them were converfant with the bible. They 
named David the Scotély cook, Who always carried a bible about 
him ; and David being called, recollected both the text and 
where to find it. Rochefter ordered him to be in-waiting, and re- 
turned tothe King. ‘This textiwas ftill the topic of converfation ; 
and Rochelter moved to call in David, who, he faid, he found was 
well acquainted with the fcriptures,. David appeared, and, being 
afked the queltion, produced his bible, and read the text, (Judges 
9, 13.) ‘The king fmiled, the. queen afked pardon, and the 
chaplain blufhed. Rochefter now afked the door if he could 
interpret the text fince it was produced ; but he was mute, 

He therefore, requefted David'to interpret it, who immediate- 
ly replied, how much wine cheereth man your lordfhip knows ; 
and to fhow you how it cheereth God, I beg leave to remind you 
that under the Old Teftament difpenfation there were meat of- 
ferings and drink offerings. . The latter confifled of wine which 
was ty pical of the blood of the mediator, which, by a*metaphor, 
was faid to cheer God, as he was well pleafed with the w ay of 
falvation, that he had appointed ; whereby his jultice. was fatif- 
fied, his law fulfilled, his mercy reigned, his grace triumphed, all 
the divine perfections harmonized, the finner was faved, and God 
in Chrift glorified. The king was agreeably furprifed at this un- 
expected and fenfible expdfition : Rochefter applauded’; and af- 
ter fome farcaflic reflections upon the chaplain, very gravely 
moved that his majefty would be pleafed to make the chaplain 
his cook, and the cook his chaplain. 
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OW oft doth beauty lead to fin, 
And tempt the heart to ftray ; 
It charms awhile, then hides again, 
And foon it fades away. 
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Lines addressed to Young, Women. 


Net all the arts, and. pains, and’ care 
Of men can make it fure ; 

Nor can the ‘faireft:of the. fair, 
The tranfient blifs fecure. . 


Sicknefs and pain’ may foon deface 
The moft admired charms ; 

Soon muft they fade in death’s embrace, 
And lofe their lovely charms. 


How vain is beauty, then, my mufe! 


Unworthy of thy lays,. 
Turn, and a nobler fubjec choofe, 
Let virtue have thy praife. 


How wife is fhe whofe conftant care 
Purfues the heavenly road ; 


‘She fhall the Erernau’s favour fhare, 


And every real good. 


She ever fhuns the fnares of vice ; 
How circumfpect her ways ! 
Wie. in fimplicity fhe is ; 
Unfought her general praile. 
If fhe is call’d to mingle fouls, 
How cautious is her choice ! 
No vain pretence her love controuls, 
' She fcorns the flatterer’s voice. 


United, fee, illuftrious fhines, : 
The tender, prudent wife, — 

Humility her foul refines, 
Grace governs all her life. 


What undifiembled love fhe bears, 
To him who has her hand, 

How does fhe foticn all his cares, 
And all his woes attend ? 


Is fhe a friend ? How’kind and true? 
Her charity how pure ! 

Her friendfhip is not like the dew, 
That pafles in an hour. 


She fhail be prais’d when beauty fails, 

- And years, and age increafe : 

She fhallbe bleft, while grace prevails, 
And end her days in peace. 


? 


Songs in the night. 
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